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IDENTIFICATION OF TIME OF FILING THE ACCOMPANY ING 
INFORMATION DISCLOSURE STATEMENT 

The information disclosure statement submitted herewith is being filed within 
three months of the filing date of the application or date of entry into the national stage of 
an international application or before the mailing date of a first Office action on the 
merits, whichever event occurs last. 37 CFR 1 .97(b). 

SOTIi: "\o certification or fee is due wln-n the filing is made within the above tune period ll is advisable to ensure 
that no Office aetion has been mailed if the diselosure statement is de/aved until after three months from filing 

SO if' "An information diselosure statement w /// be eonsidered to have been filed on the dav if was received in the 
Office or on an earlier date ot'a mailing if accompanied by a properly executed <ertificate of mailing mulct 
3 " ( IR I A, or Express Mad certificate under 3" ( t'R 1. 1 If. An Office action is mailed on the date indicated in 
the Office action " Xoiu c of April 20, 1992 < I IIS O (, 3^-41.39) 

SO ft'. "the term 'national applu ation' on hides continuing applications t < ontinuations, divisiotis, continuations-in- 
part) so three months will be measured from the actual filing date of an application as opposed [siej to the 
effective date of a continuing applu ation. " Sotue of April 20. /WJ i II ,?,S OA, 3 ^-4 f 39) 

\'Otb "An action on the merits means an action w hich treats the patentability of the claims in an application as 
opposed to onh formal or procedural requirements An action on the merits would, for example, contain a 
rejection or indication of allow ability of a claim or claims rather than just a restriction requirement 
(3 " ( t'R I 142) or just a requirement for additional fees to have a claim considered (3 " CfR I 16(d)) Thus, if 
an application was filed on Jan I and the fast Ojfue action on the merits w as not mailed until six months later 
on July /, the examiner w ould be required to consider any proper information disclosure statement filed prior 
to July I. " Sotu e oj April 20. 1992 1I13S ().(> 3^-4 f 39) 

H ARSISG: "A petition for suspension of action to allow applicant time to submit an information disclosure 

statement will be denied as jailing to present good and sufficient reasons, since 37 CfR 19 7 provides 
adequate recourse for the timely submission of prior art for consideration by the examiner. " Sottce of 
July 6. 1992 (1 14 1 O.G 63). 
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